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Board of Directors Asks Members to Consider New Meeting Place
Program Notes . . .
Life Membership In Lions Clubs International
Is Presented to Long-Time Lion Ben Starks

Lion Ben Starks was
honored with a Life
Membership in Lions Clubs
International (LCI) at the
regular club meeting on
November 8. The Board of
Directors submitted an
application for this award to
LCI in recognition of Lion
Ben’s nearly-50 years of ser-
vice to the cause of Lionism
and his work in the Overland

Park Host Lions Club.
Above, Big Lion Beverly Nichols presents the certificate of

Life Membership to Ben. Accompanying the certificate were
a letter of commendation from Al Brandel, International Presi-
dent, and a special silver-metallic Life Membership card.

Ben was elected club President for two terms, in 1972-73
and 1990-91. He has served on the Board of Directors numer-
ous times and has been chairman or member of several com-
mittees.

Ben is a Melvin Jones Fellow.

Boy Scout Leaders Attend November 8 Meeting,
Receive “Thank You” Check from OP Host Lions

Scoutmaster Gary Hazeltine and
Senior Patrol Leader Sean Pichon
from Boy Scout Troop #425 were
our guests at the November 8
meeting. They received a $400
check as a token of appreciation for
the help they provide on Flag Days
throughout the year.

At right, Sean thanks the club for
its donation and explains some of the
ways in which the funds will be used
by the troop.

Scouts, their adult leaders and
some parents participate in the
Metcalf Avenue of Flags program as
time and schedules permit. Sean Pichon, above

Holiday Security Tips Featured On November 22
Ideas for home and shopping safety during the Christmas holiday

shopping season, as well as at other times of the year, were the subject
of the November 22 meeting. A PowerPoint® presentation based on
materials provided by Lion John Raletz, secretary of the Leavenworth
Lions Club, was shown, followed by discussion of other ideas from our
members.

For a personal copy of the program, contact Beverly or Neal Nichols
and an electronic version of the PowerPoint® materials will be sent to
you by e-mail.

First Board and Regular Meetings of New Year are “Trial Runs”

January 10 Club Breakfast To Be Held At
Bacchanalia Private Dining, 12450 Newton

Mark your calendars! Plan to attend the Board of Directors
session on January 3 and the regular club gathering on January
10 at a potential new location for all future meetings.

The Board of Directors at its December 6 meeting approved a “trial
run” at Bacchanalia—Private Dining at 12450 Newton (near 123rd
Street and Metcalf, only a couple of miles south of the Wyndham Gar-
den Hotel). Specific directions will be sent to all members before Janu-
ary 3. Bacchanalia is owned and operated by Eric Parrinello.

Major advantages of the change include a lower price for a hot buffet
breakfast, plenty of free parking, exclusive use of the same room every
week, and space for storing club paraphernalia. The room is large
enough for special activities such as anniversary banquets (a cash bar is
available for such occasions).

Mr. Parrinello serves excellent food. As Big Lion Beverly said in a
report to the Board, “Eric’s business is food, not running a hotel.”

Breakfast will cost about $8.75 ($7.50 plus a 15% gratuity), com-
pared with the $11 we now pay. The Board of Directors will discuss
final price and billing options after club members have had an opportu-
nity to evaluate food quality and room arrangements.

At least four club members already have visited Bacchanalia and
have expressed high regard for the location and layout.

District 17-O Peace Poster Contest Winner!

Claire Thomas, 13, a student at Indian Woods Middle School in
Overland Park, is the winner of the 2008-09 District 17-O Peace
Poster Contest. Claire was sponsored by our club and her art
teacher is Mrs. Linda Kelly.

Claire’s artwork, above, will now go to the Kansas Lions State Con-
test. Winners at that level will be announced at the Mid-Winter Rally in
Salina, January 17. The winning poster at the state level will be submit-
ted to Lions International for judging; winners will be announced prior
to the International Convention in July in Minneapolis. Prize-winning
posters from around the world will be displayed in the convention hall.

Our club’s contest was coordinated by Secretary Carole Collyard.
PDG Bernard Lee and his wife Lion Viola Lee of the Scranton Lions
Club are district chairpersons of this year’s contest.






